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Mothers and Children’s Programs

Mothering at a Distance

Mothers and Children’s Program
- Local Leave Permits Section 26
- Occasional Residency Program
- Full-time Residency Program

Video Visits Program

Dillwynia TV — in-cell TV channel




Mothering at a Distance

This Is a collaborative project between NSW

Department of Corrective Services and Tresillian
Family Care Centres

Funded by the National Community Crime
Prevention Program

NATIONALCOMMUNITY
CRIME PREVENTION

PROGRANMME

An Australian Government Initiative




Mothering at a Distance
program structure

- Orientation Program . ¥

e Supported Play Group

« Mothers Group




Program Objectives

Build on maternal & infant strengths
Enhance mother/infant relationship
View world through the eyes of the child

Increase reflection on own & infant’s
behaviour, thoughts and feelings




Evaluation & monitoring

Requirement of National Crime Prevention
Program Grant

Conducteo
& Researc

Multidiscip

by DCS Corporate Evaluation
N Unit

iInary Steering Committee

Psychosocial questionnaires, participants
satisfaction questionnaires, focus groups,

Interviews,

observation
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Mothers and Children’s Program

e | ocal Leave Permits Section 26

» Occasional Residency Program

* Full-time Residency Program




Local Leave Permits
Section 26

Background
 \Women in Prison Report

e Prisons Act 1952 amended in 1986

 Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Act
Section 26 Local Leave Permits




Local Leave Permits
Section 26

ISsues

- Eligibility criteria developed over time
reflect security concerns & shift away from
focus on best interests of the child

- Prevalling view that, to be considered
under Section 26, a woman’s
circumstances must have changed
significantly since she was sentenced




Local Leave Permits
Section 26

Issues (cont’d)
e Babies born to women on methadone

e Sentences that expire just prior to or just
after (1-2 weeks) confinement dates of
pregnant women

e Emotive iIssue of mothers & children In
custody can influence decision-making




Occasional Residency Program

Women who are pregnant & confinement date
occurs while serving a custodial term

Children up to & including the age of twelve

Weekend & school holidays for children older
than six years

Mid-week, weekend & school holidays for infants
and children younger than six years
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Full-time Residency Program

e |Infants & children reside with mother/primary
carer full-time

Children may stay over night & weekends with
fathers/other family members

Children participate in community activities e.g.
swimming, community play groups, library visits,
picnics in parks. Older children participate in
school holiday activities such as going to the
cinema and nearby aguatic centre.
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Video Visits

Videco Visits

Keeping inmates and their families

together.

The Video Visits Program

Are you unable to have visits with your family
or children? Are they loo far away? Are they too
sick lo travel? Is It just too hard for them 1o gel
there?

Then you might be able to have a Video VisiL

What is o Video Visit?

Video Visits allow inmates and their families
and children to see each other on a tefevision
screen while talking. You can tailk to as many as
4 adults, plus any number of your children, at
the one Video Visit

Who runs the Video Visits Program?

The program is run by the Department of
Corrective Services, in conjunction with SHINE
for Kids and other agencies,

How can | book a Video Visit?

Fill in the application form and return it to the
Video Conferencing Officer.

What happeas to my application?

Your application will be assessed, and if
approved, you will be contacled with detalls of
your visit. This may take up to 15 working days.
If you haven't heard anything after that, see
your Video Conferencing Officer.




A mother’s tough assignment

The Sydney Morning Herald |
November 22 2007 13







IT'S YOUR CHANNEL |




TR

\ Centre News (6pm - 7pm)
‘3 2ser Radio “JailBreak” (7pm)
. “Doing Your Time” (9pm)

i Support Information






