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Mothers and Children’s Programs

• Mothering at a Distance

• Mothers and Children’s Program
- Local Leave Permits Section 26
- Occasional Residency Program
- Full-time Residency Program

• Video Visits Program

• Dillwynia TV – in-cell TV channel



Mothering at a Distance 
This is a collaborative project  between NSW 

Department of Corrective Services and Tresillian 
Family Care Centres

Funded by the National Community Crime 
Prevention Program



Mothering at a Distance
program structure

• Orientation Program

• Supported Play Group

• Mothers Group



Program Objectives

• Build on maternal & infant strengths

• Enhance mother/infant relationship

• View world through the eyes of the child

• Increase reflection on own & infant’s 
behaviour, thoughts  and feelings



Evaluation & monitoring

• Requirement of National Crime Prevention 
Program Grant

• Conducted by DCS Corporate Evaluation 
& Research Unit

• Multidisciplinary Steering Committee
• Psychosocial questionnaires, participants 

satisfaction questionnaires, focus groups, 
interviews, observation



Emphasis on seeing from a 
child’s perspective 

• Structured  
play

• Videotaping 



Mothers and Children’s Program

• Local Leave Permits Section 26

• Occasional Residency Program

• Full-time Residency Program



Local Leave Permits
Section 26

Background
• Women in Prison Report

• Prisons Act 1952 amended in 1986 

• Crimes (Administration of Sentences) Act 
Section 26 Local Leave Permits



Local Leave Permits 
Section 26

Issues
- Eligibility criteria developed over time 

reflect security concerns & shift away from 
focus on best interests of the child

- Prevailing view that, to be considered 
under Section 26, a woman’s 
circumstances must have changed 
significantly since she was sentenced



Local Leave Permits
Section 26

Issues (cont’d)
• Babies born to women on methadone

• Sentences that expire just prior to or just 
after (1-2 weeks) confinement dates of 
pregnant women

• Emotive issue of mothers & children in 
custody can influence decision-making  



Occasional Residency Program
• Women who are pregnant & confinement date 

occurs while serving a custodial term

• Children up to & including the age of twelve

• Weekend & school holidays for children older 
than six years

• Mid-week, weekend & school holidays for infants 
and children younger than six years









Full-time Residency Program
• Infants &  children reside with mother/primary 

carer full-time 

• Children may stay over night & weekends with  
fathers/other family members 

• Children participate in community activities e.g. 
swimming, community play groups, library visits, 
picnics in parks.  Older children participate in 
school holiday activities such as going to the 
cinema and nearby aquatic centre.







Video Visits












