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Scope of the Investigation .

Fritrotdiction

. O 25 May, 2009 thé Honduieble Rob Hillls, Attorney-Generat appointed My Ron Bezdiay

and Mr Petar Harmswarth AQ-as an Advisory. Panel fo investigate apd repait on whether
Mi Haldd Suleyman [s & fik and praper persen:to hold fhe-effice of Justios of Peace:in and
forVictorla. THie Attrifmiey-Genetal mimissianes the bivestigation i light of the findings
of the Vickoran Dmbudsman, Mr Gacrge Biowwer, in his; report tableg In (e Victorisiy
Pailiament on'7 May;- 200 titled “Whskbibwers Profectivi Act 2008, Fivestization info
alfeped impraper condiict of mﬁmﬁﬁfﬁmﬁﬁk Ly Codnghs.

The Advisory Pangl was reqiistiad to priovide @ writtén report fothe Attormey-Geneial by

5 June; 2009, Tils was subsequstitly exterided to 10 June., 2009 &t the raguest of the:

Advisory Pangk.

. Theters of referance set for the bivestigation are:

. mrfs:ﬁe.-ﬂm Wﬁeﬁﬁﬂr#ﬁ'ﬁbﬁdﬂm!ﬁﬂ'aﬁdmﬂmﬂ dor Fioel 1@ oyfies of
Justice of Hie peacs; you areasked o considér:
 the.mattite OF the Repdrts fndings as thy retite i Mr Suildymarn inchiding the:
quaskion of whether the findings ndcate that My Suleywran & noka Ff and
proper persoi to fiokd e ifice. of Justice of the peacs)
. whather i alf the cheumstances, HeAftarnay-General shotld recommend o
B -Governor it Coungil et My Suleyimans appdintment &ea justiog of e
pescs b reveked’. '

" Thie Advisary Pane! ripkd that the Investigation was confired to the fiidings of the

Ombudsman's. repork about Mr Suleyman's involverment and dealings with the Brimbank
City Coundiand & did nat relats.directh: th any lesa(s). arIs]nE from: him und&riaking His,
mle 8¢ a justice of the peace,

Investigation Appraach
In I:Eirrg_g'!i'ig ot Jbs Towestigation the Advisory Pans] Undettosk the follawThp activiiies:

s evamined the Ombutisrean’s Repart and & docuffient Hbled *Aardiciars of '
Aftegatians™ vihich sumdiarised, thir fndigs in thi fepart that relat&d o ME

Suleyman;

by, exarmined reports pravided by the Department of Justice (DO} relating to the
-appalntrent-of Mr Sulayman &s & Justice of the Peace, bis appoinmedt filg,
cripy-of hig certifitate of appelntment, & capy - of hi§ certificafe of adminfstration:
of cath; a justice of the peace identity card, @ withessing documents: bookiet,.
the-Codé of Cotiduet - Justlees of this Fedte and Hall Tustices (May 2004},
Honorery Justios Offtce Corte of Gonduct (April 2008}, Harerary Justice:Office
Complatnts Falicy aid Complaifits Procerdurs; and Policy and Guildelines fur
‘Honotary Justices for Addréssing Copripfainis and Allegations;

.
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¢ exarningd vitlthen: miaterisl providedt By Mr Suleyirians lega] represehiative; Mr
Ganrge Pefteros; which encompasser correspondence betwaen him and DOI
abaiit Mr Suléyitian's eontinUanes:as  Jistice of th Peace, 28 chamacEl
references relating to. M Suleyrman's gond charatter, 2 copy of MrSuleyman
resporise 4 the Ombiudsman aboul his draft fingings a5 they related - Mr
Sufeyman; & fopy ofthe Mermbisrs of State Pariiarrent S (Victoria) Certifled
Aoreement 2085 and five pleoss.of correspondencs relating, to the Sunsghine
Residants and Rateq:avars Assodation (SuriRRAY,

5. Coples.of fhe mal‘erEaJ clted in-paragragh Se. amd Sb. were also provided th Mr- Eiel“terus

B

Ao abuui: bhe safé tme thear yere: prs;‘.twde:! o the Advlsar}r iFanel,

Tn-additlon to reading background wmetertal retating ko the fwestigation, the Advisory
Parigl lield 4 thriee hour medii.with Mi-Suleyman end Mr Deftéros on L June, 2009 4t
which the Advisory Panel pula'serfes of questions to Mr-Sileyman about:the findings
contained-in the Ombudsmen’s report and after giving Fis fadponses, Mr Siléyman then
mada:a cesing satemant fo the Advisery Panel, Mr Stfeyman was also given the
opporfunity o provide & writken statzment: to. the- Advisory Panef ai:lnut the meeting or on
any ather matter ke felt relevant to the InvesHastion.

The Atviory Pafial vould [Tke to dcknuivledge the effective adminisoatieg sippart
provided ta it by Mr Gienn Took from the Department of Jystice (DO,

—
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2. The Appointment of Justices of the Pagcs in Victoria

Appointment of M Hakki Suleyman as a Juskice of thié Peage

9. Mr Hakki Suleyman appiied to become 2 justiceof the peside an 6 March, 2006, He Wag
sulisequently interviswid by the Justice Assessment Pangl {romprising two seniar DRI
afficers], on 21-August, 2007 to: discuss Ws jprior ciimingl convictions. The Jistes:
Assessment Panel notad o Mr Stleyiman'y Tl Arpepted that offences were & fong Hme
a0 s orovicabon was invalved, refer to medical raporty Subseruently along with
andther forty-candidatis he was recommended for appeiitingnt to tha Atorney-Genersl
ofi 12 November, 2007, Ort 18 December;. 2007 ¥ Syleyman was-appointed a justice of
the peace by the Governer in Counch and-heiwas sdiministered the cath of office. by
Magistrate Jones.gn 27 Decetmber, 2007, Of 8 January,. 2008 the DO) $erids 7 paickage
af rgterlals o Mr Eula';.rman relating ta fils appeintment as a justice of the peace:

" including his ceriificate:of appolntment, dentity card snd‘thie Code of Condlict — May
2008,

Tha Difice of Justics of the Peack

10. The iffice of Jiistice 6f tha Pedcs s an anclent office whase origins can ba race to
Erylfsh-statubes dating back to 1327, Justizes were appointed a5 kéepers of the peade by
& commission granted by the Ciéwn, While the:role of justics of the peate has diminiishied
suifistantially over Brine the nofion of conserving the peace has remalned by viitue of the
bilz of the offite. Today thelr basit rale figs evolved to fe préssraton nfgund wrcler of
corriminity by.exercise of theit autharity fo witnass documents: { Bustsr2007):

11. In Victorls, justices of the: peace are appoinied pursuant to Section 115 {2} of the

Hﬁ@*ﬁﬁﬁ'ﬁs'wm‘ﬁm‘igﬂﬁ Revacation of the sppolnkment iscortained in Secton 116.0F

 the same Ack:
‘The Goveror i Councll may By ﬂm’ei"pubﬁkﬁedm e Government Guzetis =
ta] revoke the srpoiment of any persom as a justice of the peace...

and from the day or Whith the Orderis publstied the person shall cease to:be
& fistica oF the peace..’,

12, The provisions of the; Atk desling. with Justices of the Peace da not contaln.any statutary.
srounds on Which the revocation of an appointment might be made. The Actis siisht as
to ‘the bisis of révobation, The kgel effect of 8 statutory revbcation powar expressed In
general berms (5 that the Govemor ih Eouncll is at large.as i the basis an witich &
revocation. might be made, savie Wat sy basls mist be consistent with the purposes of

the legistation. { Buier zapr::
13, The Adyisory Panel In corsidlering Ehe isstis of reyuiation of appoinkmesit of a Justice of

the: Pages falt compelled to consider any-and all advica provided to Justicss of the Faace
in barme of the oofiduct expéchad GF thesm,

3.
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14, In Mr Su!a?man 5 cage this involvad fmateral sent to him conzeming his:applicition and:

15

espedially to the * Codie off Condct—~ Ristiees. of tie Pegoahd. Baft distioas ~ May 2005
(Appendis.A) wiich Was pastatl to Hifm o 8 Janiiary, 2007, At hiy meeting with the
Advisory Panel on 1 Jope, 2008 he acknowledged as J:'EEEMI‘IQ, reading and
undérstanding the.Code of CondicE

While-the Cod of Congutt is headed Justiees of the Peacerand Bail Justices 15
application s primarily. diracted arBail Justicés, {which Mr Slleyman pointsd out to the
Advisary Pane] BLGHF meekinig), nevertheless; it contalns three general objertives-and

. WHrge maln: principles, namely;

16

17

 enerml OBjecl e

The foftawing guiding princintés agoly & ait Jidivial offfars in Hie State of Victora:
+ T UphoTE publle conBidénce in Bhe administration of jistice;
. o Brtines public raspect for Bie institutian of e Judicary;
. T profect-ifie. repvitation of individis! oot oiTeels anﬁnfb‘ifejuaﬁbﬁzy

Intsgrity:

Vou nust raffsin fFor any private or publc canouct Tat might causs yoir
professionsl standards sl good fidaement (o be questioned, Thera & ar fifirent
nEt for yout T abstaln from behaviour (hak is, or may be seen fo i imigroper oF
mar'myweﬁmmmm:m Bifice o Bal Justics..” ' .

The:other two prinsiples of*impartislity and ir:ﬂepmdam&’ relate directy by conduck
‘assncliaEd with carvying out the dtee of the offits. While the defialtion of tha ‘Integrty’

prinedple in the domiment; refers o the office of Ball Justes, Mr Suleyman ackiicwledged
tothe Advisory Panét heBtcepted Iatthe pringinti would apply equallyto-him 35,4

* 3ite of e Peace, Thie Advisory Panel Believes such an inbsipretation ls reasninabla

ig,

given that throughott the document Chefe are reférendes b justiess. of the peace (eig,

Canflict of Interast; Withessing of Docyments-and Privacy fssues, e of inapproprists or-
Unathorsed Titks), The Advisory Padel would ciRtend that thire has bgen-a long hald

ORI Wiews That Justices of the Pesice need to be honourable, trustworthy, hunest

and respected peopis who'2re beyand refroach, ahd whi demicfstrate. the:],t are highly
ethical and péople.of mtednity,

-

“The Henorary. Justice Office In DO Is cusreiitly favieivirg the Code pf Conduct and

itends T develsiye-crids OF Sondlct fy Justices of the Peace and & separete code-of

conduct for Eauwtr:es Th& ﬁdﬂsunr PaneE would. slmnghr su;:-par!: such an’ [nitiative.t

“The Advisory Panel has drawn on the Cade-of Condiick, May 2005 a1 & Fincipal

understanding of the stzndards of infdprity xpected of Mr Suleymary fiv the way he has
congucted himself ¥ thewider mmmumbf while holding khe office of Jostce: oF the!
Peace: ,
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3. Atvisory Panel Itivestigation

Oueryiew of the Investitakion

2, In undertaking- s Investigetion the Advistry Panel gave civisiderable attention fo the

2,

21
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Gmburdsman Report tided * istiebidwiars froteciion Act 2001, Iivestigation ink afeged
Fnproper conduc of countiliens ot Brinbank City Gaunciiwhich was tabled in the:
Vickorlan Fadisment on 7 May, 2009

“The Cimbudsman’s Repart followed an Ihvestioption process involving interviews of 50

persons; the inspection of # férge iumber of dotiiments] forgnsic examination of
electronic data from email sccounts, veimtl! ownad Blagkberres and |aptops; examining
coples of complaints made to the Alditor Generals officé and pther decdmantation.

“The:Report found. Wak the operaiion and:gjovernanca of the Coudgl was ]_nﬂu'ejm:éri by

individials from autside the Colincll who held no.clacted ioial gevemment office,
neluding individuals Who would be, or wers i the past, praciuded o holding office
becsuse of ciiminal convictions: The Report dentified. Mr Suleyinan ameng others, 8s &
person whe exercised autside influsrioe ovar counslins n the perforiencs of ek dotes
and that he has played a significant rolé In coundd] busingss: [Refer pardgraph 85), The
Ombudsman expressed concern-about the THiflugnce of uneletted persdng ol councll
busiriess az-these Individuels héve not ksken ah path of oiide, (Refer” paragraph, 81}

In ennsidering whettiar the findingy indicate findings $hak Mr SLleyman 1§ not & it parson
to hold the offite of Justice of the Peacs, e Adisary Panel detérmined It hetessary to
eondider the Repoit: hsefer as 1t relates fo Mr Suleyivan and ko constdal Mi Bulgiman's
response b the allsgations mede agaliit him, Priar b this appoiftment of the. Advisary
Pinel, Mr Suleyman had made:d writhzn Submissicn to the Ombuglsman In response.to

zllegations:reised agatist Him in & draft copy of the final report, (Refir Appendfx B).

Ih arder taaceord procedutal falmess ta Mr Suleyman; wiitten partfculars of the
allegabions.(rafier Appendix C) Wers given Yo iz lagal rebresentafive, Mr Defteros: on or
gl the 26 May, 2009, Furfher, e Atvisory Panef met with him and Mi befteros-on
Menday 1 June, 2009 and putiin him & nunbe; of questitrs relating to-the matters-raised
in #he-Ciribadsman’s Report.

Tha Allegations
“The Report [dertified evidence ragarding the allaged undus hfluence of individuals from

olftside the council wha hald ne eléctsrd total government pffice; TheseIndividuals. fed

ot taken-any oath.of office dnd weré noksublect to the Liaral Fovernmant Ack 1989, The

‘Report-contends thefr inflsnte vizs-axerted behind clased deors and; apparently; for

thelr own persanal and.oF paliival motlvatidng: {Refér paragraph B1) Gne such individual
Identifed In the report & M Suldyman, Th evidence in ihe repart. referred to Mr

Sitieymen’s erlminal convictions siid then wenlkon t consider his.Influence'on specic

ratters of councll business relating to!

a. leflor Lodge Reserys;
b. Sunshine Poal;
¢. Caiinlea Pirk funds allocation,




35;. The.f&port nobed in relation to Mr Suleyman’s cifminat convictions thak:
= 1t 1989, Mr Suleyman was convicked and fined In refation to varibus; #sait-
Tefated offences; S . :
& Wi cdnviction would have precluded him from being an elected Jogl
ghvaniment coungier; :
s Mr Sulsyman denied this, skating It iz “egal) and /actuaily hcomect';
« M Suleyman’s period of excluslon explred sorme: years aga.

26: The Repoit folirid fr relétion to Keilor Lodge Reserve that:

o inJung, 2008 M Sileyman delivered & wittan direciion t Cr Eriksenm for her
sighakire; The diraction signed by si councitiors Instructed the CEC of
‘Bfirmhank Cruncl b redirect funds away from ieillor Ladge Resdatve within the
Tounti Budget; ]

= this findinig was supported by documentary evidente and supported by atlier
evidence; C " N

s the dirgetion was Issusd in retiliation far Cr Natzile Suleymarn's (Mr Sdleyman's
ganghter) failure to galn pie-selection for the seat of Korarolt;

o the Bfféct of the direction If camier gut could fiave cosf the:Councl ‘atleast
100,000 for brgaching & cantract already let for tha redeveiopiment of the.
Restive, '

27. The Repeirt foiitid.In relation ta the Sunshine Pool that: o

v M Sulgyman aigroached @ membser of the Sunshine Residents and Ratepayers
Agsepiation (SGnRRAY and offered ta arfange amesting between himself and
Cr- Natalie Sdleymian to “work out & spivtion to-the Sunsfine pool problem.";

e AR thE same time; the SuriRRA submitted questions to the Carinell. abiont &
Chunicl) ewhed Blogs Stneet property in which Mr-Suleyman had an interest
(see belnuw); o .

w Mr Sufayihan contackei the SunRRA withdrawing Bie offer ko afrange 2
frieating With Cr Suleyrian-and made certain thrests; .

e MyrSuleyman defiled hiaving influencs i relation to:the Sunshing Podl rattsr,.

a My Sifeyman attempted to infiusnce the Counclls decision to. alicats Calrrilea
Park bo the Albion Ravers Soceer Clish, now krown as the Cairnlea Soeesr Club,
aliegedly afffiated with the Suleyman famlly.

28. The Repdrt fatind. i rélation t the Calrntea-Park fund sllbcation that:

2. In addten, thi: Report alleged faveurabie dealing for Mr Suleyman by Coiingl in vespect:
of a Caingll property hie had &1 Interest in Biggs Streat 5t Albans. The Report found
thats '

v evidsiteon path.was received frans several aundllors and sériion Counclh staff
‘Higt: Ih 2001 M Sudeyrnan was ehfe to use Councll-wned préfmises sttlzted at.
76-78 Bigijs: Stragk; 5t Albans; rent-free, awing ta Cr Natalle Suleymén's.iolk &'

- Mayari ) _ .

» 2 planning patmit for this premises allowed the land to keuséd as a place oF
aszambly and meiuired, prior 1o use or development; ehat tertli vipirks and
dctions be underiaken; o _

» e Souiicll créated & Jesse docurnent which listad the Australiah Ttk
GCyprigk Cuftural & Welfare Assocation Tnc:(ATGEWA), (of which MiSuleyman
2% the President), as the tEnants of 76-75 Biggs Streek-and neteil the: fént 2s.
héing 43,700 pey anmum, Dwer the next fur years; Mr- Sulsymian refused to
sign the leass; did nok pay. any rent and continesd to occupy the Hremisss I
eontraventon o the exlsting permit;. _
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o &t legst two Counl oiffcers refved non-chinpliahe fesues witf:-hoth Mr
Sijeyman and thethen CEO; - ' -

s {72006 gublic 8nd medta scrutiny dias & cétalyst for the Councll ta ensure that
Mr Sulayran comptied with hoth Ehe ledise and planfing permit;

2 betwesn August 2001 and August 2008, the Austrailan Turkish Cypriot Culturat
and Welfsre Assocdation (ATCCWA] had pald aniy £2 0 ineEnt;

s nobyith§hding an amented permit stlowing, immiediate use In July- 2008, 1t
wa clent the: praperty. was ajrsdy [ use. :

Mt Sulgyman’s Response.
30, As migntioried sbove, Mr Suleyman rmade & written staterent in antichiation of the

secelgt of the Qmbudsmars Final Report, Refr Appendix 8), Fuither, on Monday 1 Jane
2009 Mr. Suleyman and. Me-legal representative, M- George Defieros, mppeared hefore the'

Advisory Panel fo-answer questions.arising from the Ombudstmans Report@nd to be
given tha.oppibriinity to make firther submissfons: A the coniriencsment of it
meating, the Panal cublined the photedure fo be adopted. MrSuleyma nwas:infarmed by
He Panel that hie would nit b2 examined on.cath but he-was required & answer
questions honastly and with: candour,

31, The Paristreed the Teims of Refarencs and conflmed with ME Stieyroen 2nd Mr Deftsros
‘that ey hat recivied capiey of tie documents referred to In pafagraphs 2. and 5H.
-above.. .

The Questians

F2. Mr Sideyman wak asked a number of prefiminary questions ih pEspistE 5F Hia appointrent
LA . . .

a. Me s asked ivhy had he applisd tobecomi a justice of the-pesce?

He siated thars was 2 nead i tie commuplly. for Jocal peopie particulEnly witiin the
abfiniec gritips, for recouise o the services.oF 2 JF, parCLny for the witnassing of

daciimints. Hewas a tecognived jocal faadtr he was often oight out for assiEtence,
particuarty-&fter noymal busingss fiours. '

b, He was asked whet did he understand to be the requirements or qualifications of &
person who seeks to be appointed a5 a- Justice of the Peace?

kg st that Such 8 e needed to Aave the trust of other members of the:
o sl dnid 16 bea persan with & reputation FoF lntegriy and he beliewsd he wes
Soct 8 gersen, - -

e. B was asked whether after being appainted'a Justlié of the Peare did he receive a
package of material on or about § January 2008 thst Ingludied amangst.other things
his pertificate bf appointment, identity-caed Bod-Cade of Conduct?

He canfifmead e had received iz matarial

d. He was then asked whether he had read the docurnents Including the Codeof
Coriduet and whether fe recalled reading the three guiding; principles that-apply to
allJuiclel officers; namelys .

o to uphuld public confidence In the asministration of justics;
» i enhanice public respect for the Insiifubion of th judiciany;
o to prokeri the reputabion of ndividual ciicets and of the Judiclary:

7.
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He veis. also asked if he recalied reading abicut.the Maln Fringiples undemlnning the
Codeaf Condirct for Justices and Bail Justicas hiadded “Integrity’ mpariiaiity’ and
YiridepEndeiice’

tier suid that he had done 56, He madk thé point st the Code of Conduct appiied ko
Bail Justicas Wiin perfarmed different dutfes b JPE but ke veddily acknowiedged that
the gieneial prificioles refered fo a5 applied to JP%, He stated g ncerstond wiy He
Goverment thintigh e Deparament of Justice would set siandards of soceplable
Eehaviaul: or JP5 i Ball Jastoss given. that the OCEs ar ekt in SUck igly regard
By, the cormuity,

The Fane! e maved &ii-to sl Mr Suleyman uestions ahoutspedfic igsues ralsed In
The Report. -

Criniinal Convietioris

I His written response to the Ombudsmar {refér Appendi<B) Mr: Sidliayman stated the
Pibudsmen's findlig thak the cervicions preduded him from being elected 25 foeal

- gavernment councifiar in thé pest was gl et Fackally tncorrect’, The: Panel asked

him b @xplein thak assertion?

" Mr Suliymian, with; the asgistance of Mr Defleros; expfained tist sithipugh e charge of

“istentionally GItSkG njucy ™ ag an indioEble olfénos. GRiled s makimeny penaity. of 10
years imprisormenty &id thereby subject to disqualiftcation Fian eleciion 45 & counaifon
fora period oF 2 yisers) b had elected t have tie maiter dateringd sunmpriyt it the
Magistiates” Court which renderad him Yable (o v maximin penaly of oify 2-years
dmgsonvient I that jursdiction; # Furiner doted Ehsesven Ifhe had besn isble t9

ikt o 7 pears i peioe would have eded on 25 Septamier 1956,

Kéilor Lodgs Resgrve. .

. The #dvisory Panglput io Mr Suleyman Ehat ih.'_'para%'lrsaﬁhs 152 to- 158, parsgraph 202

apd paragraphs 208 to 351 of s Report; the Ombudsman Fauind: that:an 18 June 2008
b5 Stileymian delivered 2 diregtion ko Coundilor £Hiksson-4t her home for her signatite:
ikich Instilicted e CEO bo:padirest fnds aay From the Keflor Lotige Reserve projactin
the Colmcl budast; Tha Ombutiaman centands thet the dirécdon: was Tasued in retzlEtion
fv s dsiighter Natziie's faiilie kogaln pre selecen for the Stte.seat of Karolt vacatsd
bif Mi-Adidra Hagrmeyer, It his writien resporise o the Omblidsman, Mr-Suieyman
?Enmi that e ever tommunicated with the Bfimbank CEO o the miatter, The.

mlitrdsiman ricted that he may not have cormmitinicatad with the CEO on.this matter, bt
Cr Capar, Cr Erlkason and Dr A Theephanus hiavi giver-gvidence ynder oath thet Mr
Suleimian did-deliver such & direction ko Cr Erikison atHgr home on 35 June, 2008 for

hef sigriature: The Pane! asked hirm $o comimiant?.

mmmﬁwqu&mmmﬂmaﬁmmmw _
Suteyman sisked that Ae had never delivred the iftgeiion to councitiors, Bhiattie fiad rot
comnicstan with the (B of the Courcll on et maitter 4 it was not Within fils goiver
It o 5o: I answer to speciic questions Mr Sufeyman stated ihat fig.canndt. recall driving
CF Capii to 7 Evicksson’s fome as e fiad drivert Mr Capar to.many places as Higje e
frietics and afthough-he mey igve driven filtn. to'her (CF Eriksson ) fame on e
it e o8 not recal doig so, M Sueyma deiited the Ompudsmor T.allegation &
ko his personstiavolverment in respect of the gl of Hie sifegsd direction.. He siated
Bt fie did not draft thid sald direction and g Fret Hime fie saiv the docurnent wWes iwhén
i i prociiced i, fifm, By offerF of the Gmbidsinans office,

B..
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In the cotrsa of detslied questions, Mr Sileyman stated that be beliaved his daughter
Natalis® fnvolvement in.respect of te.direction ivas Hug {0 fer concen that the matiers
the subjiect of tie direation Should S daalt ik In-actardence with proger Gouncht
grovedure, Mi Syisyrian iwas inabie o sxpfain WAy G Erickisdn end Gagarin
angwarling the Ombudsnan's officsrs had implipated firt in the orafiing: of the direction.
He asked whether the Parel had ecess fo the questions siked of Cts. Ericisson and
Capar and the: Panel acvisgd him that It anly hiad-access by the Ciibusmar’s Reporthe:
e vocuments given I him, FHz could nat expla in response (o 2 fane/ st s ko
ity s, Gapar and EtEksson ang Br Andreyy Theophenous gave. eviience wrder gatf
that-fie was.invalied i the drafiing o tie dipection, But fis sait he.dld ricit kool whal
ifiaga parsons. fiad been thougl i (RE irwistipation-and he could Rot comMmERt on el

The Pane! agked M Suleymahi whather the direction was glvert a8 an act.of retaliation in
response to the defeat of Cr. Suleyman in the Koroit by-election but le ammphaticaily
dented that was orréct The Panel ripted: that in the Dmbldsman’s Regort Bt paregraph
154 ¢ stated that Trs, Capar, Erickssor, the LEQ and Dr AThesphantus gave efidence
thiat Mr Suleyman-and Citifieiier Capar presented the diraction to Cou neier Erickssan for
Ker signatuve. The direction instructed the CEO ko remove funds for Keilar Lotige Reserve
From, the budget: The Ombdsirian makes thie nhservation, Wed bie L5 Poljoved the
direction, the-courich cotd feve Faeda fnancaf loss of at keast $200,000 far bresaching
b contact with-thet develaper, The Parel put Jt to Mir Sulgiah that i:1s a clesr Anding
oy the Ombudsirian that i fact be was invalved r-this matter to thie extentthat he
agtually presaribed Gotindillor Ericksson withi tha direction béeed on swom evidence?

1 response M Do statest you heve go 13 accapt g Oihurdiman' findings om face

alite a6 B’ the poiot we.iake, of courss, We IntShi 1 make a camplgint about the

way the Dmbudsmar comitcled bis fivestigation. AL i stage Was there 2 manasl loss

iy evenE: Wiat he (Hr Sileyian) 1s s2ying.is that £ could frave happenea, It didnt
happen. My understandiiy 13 Gt W (e prefect) was defsyad semipwhat i tiers were
olhr feridiers ealled.fop afid it process ook piase dnd Evenliedly It went trough,
Thatls my inderstaiding of whet happesed Bt Haldd's polnt 5 that he may fave driven
Chpar thera, fie can't remembar, whether fie aid drivé Filfn thers Byt thak i bad no.ingue
info Infliuencing the signing of the document; :

The Sunahing Pabl

The Advisiary-Panel put td Mr Sulgyman that in parggrapihs 158 o 164-0f his repart, the.
Ombudsmian made 2 nding thet on § May, 2006 out Mr Suleyrman epproached a )
member of thie Sinshire Residents.and Ratepayers Assticlation(-SUnRRAY and offated to

arrange a mesting petween yourself a0d your dauigtiter Natalle to ¥ work-out 3 seftiton L&

e SinsHine pood probiem’, Subseguently after SUNRRA subniitted questitns ko Coundl
on 5 and 23 May, 2006 about 3 Coundl ovned groperty 1 Blogs. StrastIn vitHeh yoid hed

an interest, You.coltattet & member of SURRA.arl 24 Vs, 2008 and withdrew the affeyr

o arrange Eiemegtng and made certal threats. In you |etter of response to-the
Ombudsnian tn s matsr you dented Faviig nfiuence i relation fp the Sunshire oo,
The Pane! asked My Suleyman whether. he contacied anit marmkerof SunRRA lo-armange
3 meeting with hitnself and bis: daughitr €, Natalie Suleyman {Mayor) ta discuss he
Sunshina Fook, The Pane] flrther asked wieiber publldity sristfig from thia SunRRA.
guestions.to the Coinell slicut the Blggs St nroperty prorpted kiny bo withdraw.the offer
anid bo make tha threats refered to sbove In the Omiidsman’ Regurt?



r——

L e el I ——— A e R emee L fm e RE——

My Suleymén denfed that he sopriached any member of SunRRA and furthar dened that
he mara any auproach o oigaiie 3 meeting, He fther denfed fie mads any tiveat fo &

membearof SunfRA as alieged, He'stated that a.named nember of et body approached

it o the evening of @ Council mesding ant mad & Ve general ragEst G 3 meshng:
o akher to have 2 cup of colfee. bist nothing vestlted oy thal approach, Mr Sulepmen
rmade stong criticlsm.of SUnRRA nd it alfeged spenta fo enbage it wihat ie described
ay racit behiaviour tewards cartain groups, He indicakic hiehed taken legal seian against
thie SunRRA-aver frstisral they inciided or thele websits, Fallowiny s action the matersl
. ahoot-him and his Emily was removed, He danfed that fie had sserman emmail dated 24

Juas from SunRAA to.unpamed indiduals tiat describedt.the allged epplosdhita hava a.

rmeeling-and the allegey threats. He aaid B 1Trst knowiedge of the alieged email was thie
subsequent publily arling fom the publication of the emall i th press,

The Eairﬁlaa:?aﬂ::_Funds Allceation

35, The Advisory Pane) referred to paragraphs 165 to 168 and peragraphs 354 i 424 of the
Dimisudsman’s Report wheré he found that.Mr Suléyran attempted b influence the -
Count]'s decsion ko allscate Cairnles Park to the Alblon Riovers Sotcer Club; now knoiwn
85 Lfie Cairnlea Soccer Clih, becaisé the Culy was aligedly sfftiated with )

thi Suleyman family. #ir Suleyman did this By fintecting Sandfnr Conray aiter finding
thal Councll intended to-defér a decision abolt the Parks lease; Senatar fanray then
allegrdly contacted Mr T, Theophanus Wwho @pplisd pressure on.CFSoeratous pridr to

a voie'in tha Council chamber.

39, In M Sufeyman's wiltien response to thia Omblidsman. dr this, matter he "raficf )

the Instruasion that () wias pare of someé Kind GF chiin of nflusnce fesding fram

(hiot) & Councilior Sotralous regarding Cofnid Pack' O the basls of the sworn

evidence given to the Ombudsman by Cr Soaretolis and Mr T, Thegphatius, the
Qmbtdsman does:nat acosp: Mr Silsyian's diui] that hedjd pet contact Senator
Conray over the Catnell’s intaided deferral of tonsldermtion of the lease for Caimiea
Park: Tha Pangl asteed Mi Suleyman Wiigtgr his fFaciily was afflated with the.
Cairniza Park Soccer Clik &nd whethsr he hiad contacted Senator Stephert Conrey:
when Mr.Suleyrian fourd, cuk-thet the Ceurtl inended to-defer the Club’s. leage
arrangemenis?

Mr Sefeyman ssid that-he dnd tie family weve very passionate about soccer-and agieed
EhBERE had Beas frvaived Wity the Qlub for many. years, Further he said it was part of bis.
ehity ax Electorate Offfcer for Justin (The Hon, Justln Medden) Ministar for Sports and
Recreation, T snswer (o Specific questians Fon the Panel; Mr Sulyman further sted
that he.bhad contacied Senstor Coniray in rispach of many focal issues overithe ysars. At
Fist Mr Eulepman stated thet e o bt recall speaking vl the Senator about the
dliferral of the leass but whan pressed state thal e oid not discuss the ceféreel oF the
fease with Senator Conroy.
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The Bigas St Proparty

40 The Panel asked M Suleyrmen ahout paragraphs 543 to 536 of the Ombudsman’s Repar

in-which he stetes be recsived evidence under opth from sevaral councillors and serior-
Coundl staff that Mr SUleymar had been using Coungli-owned premises.slfuatsd at 76-78
Blogs Sireet, S8 Albans rent-Free: It was alleged Mr Stleyman was being given favourable.
trestment because of his dayghter Cr Natalie Sulepman’s role as Mayor in 2601 In the
Ombugsman’s Report he stabes thak on 22 August; 2001 the North St Albans Chfld Care
Gentre wrobs & the:Gr Suleyman acdvising her v wished to Eerminate s jesiys for the
Blggs Strest property. The letter advised that the Austraiian Turkish Cypriot Cultural arid
WelFare Association fad begn using the: premisesTh an ongoing: basis irt cooperation wikh
Child Care Cantre camrwitize.

41, Mi-Suleymar [s reporied by the Gmbudsman as befng the p:wdent of the: Assogiation

then and now. THere-was aseries of inEmaciinns ant dsagreements: betwesn Mr
Suleyrnan and Coundil officersiovar !Eaﬁe arrangernenits:for tHs premises.over a:leng -

© period which resulted in the Assoclation only paying $2300 In rent for the period August
200% te-August 2008, In Mr Suleyman's iaiter to the Ombudsman on tis makier, Mr
Sizleyman stated Hhers wers fssues-around the Jsase which tnok Hime to sort-outand he:
strongly refilked the.sugoestion s daughtar; Natalle, playéd any role in 't mnor
comumercisl dispeie’, The Banel noted thay from 12 Moveimber; 2002, when the Brimbank
Council crested a tease with an annual rental of $1700.00; for the next four yearsyoy Mr
Suleyman. (on tehalf of the Ausiralian Turkish Gyprinh Culturalisnd Walfsre Associatiod)
refuced to sign the lease or-pay rent bt your Asseciation continted bo occupy: e
premises T canbravention-of the existing, piennrt Wauld fike fo mmrnerit o haw s
stuation mme aboui: .

M Selevman resgonded that Hiare i an insintation. that e Hakk Sufeman erstnai
hae been uklhy Hi premises: Mr Sileyman femeraly. & membir of the commitias and fbe
spme years and hie has bean the Prasident of the Association. The rent was (oo Al
The Awsociation nﬁsasﬁﬂmﬁywmmé@mmﬂmmm manbars’
Hedidinig M Suldyrian advanesd monsy 1 keen, the Assadation golng. Thets were abie
festias abeuk the stote af the prenisds, These Bsuis togk B i résoive, MrSulayman
afvays co-gperated with CED and the Mayar But thett was no. pressure from ither porty
#ix rasalve the ks quikly: Mr Susyman stafed he fas beai stigied out and trmeted
anid it has-heen suagesied Har he used the premisss personally and that it i ke fis
hams; The Asseciaiion could ot pap: the reqoasted §1700 pa and finslly the pariies e,
k. agreement to i the rent at $1300 pa nciding the Bivck say:. The Fanel noted the
Ginirdlamiat i 1S report reEmed to 2 meeking 3t Hie property it &he Srimbank

-Propérty Manager imOciober 2007 wher My Sulsyrman, i vaughter Cr Natslfe Stufdpman

Bi7et (e Suleyman s wirs atfandsd a mesting ai e property; MF Suiepmsn wis sghed o
commeant. Mr Selsyman stated fie was not s that mesting but bis wite and datighter mat
'ghe Property Mandoer fo disqiss malbbanapie, [isuss and cpneifersbie demage tiat had’
resulted fom a big storm that caused extensive damage I and around Melborne:
Inrhding demige i the Blggs Stret property. Brior b the mesting M Suleyman:had
phioied the Coundl to report the damage and a5k if we coud feve emergency assistadice
Hor sty b e property.

A




42, Further at the request of the Panal, Mr Suleyman gave detalis about an emall sent o
kim ﬁ'urrl hits cacghizr Nabalie's fotmier camipalgn managar Mr E‘.'H:i on 3 lune 2008, which
Haif:

Hakkl, let ma be very clear, you need to da-the tight fing,. You

have & couneil faeiity of yor own and vsing &1Dr feur fiows &

week B the wiong thing: A peits doivg & causing probiems far
Natale and the AL Simplysa)ing thal yoi d6 qot care &gt

goiTg o iy bhe problem, You need o start ustag.the ity oienvie

Yol ra golng fa dray fatalie, pourael; Turkish peojie and the ALP oy, 7

P Stddaynan said M OUY dogs fiot give kim directibns sactalthough fe-did aot el
racefving the enail he.concaded fig inay have regeived it He wenf-on E some length ko
refizrate that s Assoailion was not given advantage i i dealing with the propery,
rathar e position. wag o the contiary.as marny obhier similar argamisations in Brimbank
mgsmﬁ@rpmandwm&wmmfufﬂm;ﬁ I refation o the Fapef
rafsig e Ombudsman’s observalion Hhat hi Asspcfalion was rEerdiing ALP members at
Ifie grernisas fie said the was nuthing b e sgrasmant with e Councll Bl pravented
Him-Form faving ALP ineatings st the premies and there. ars my guidelings frorm .
Coucil (0 sey- Ehat fig ool ot Mave meetings with the MPE or any stgh thing. _
M. Saigpriall nformed e Panmsi that that be had been epployed a5 an Heciorate Officer
With MF Tay Furieren I{ﬁfﬂ) (M TapRNi Eren) fravit 1965 unit 1999 and thermafier with. i
Ristin Madden fram 1999 untf 2009, He stated Fiat he has beert the Chaliperson of He.
Westsrm Migrdnf Centra NVorth W‘Eﬁf!ﬁr’bﬁ&pﬁtﬁfﬁyﬁaﬁ Thaet orgaiiation g a stair
| bF 35 persdns.

M Diaftercs sdaresssd the Panel and stitedd M Seilepman had served Hig
" CEERTARe i ey voluniary organizations for more Hian 14 jAsars anid is & recoghized
CoOmmnULY feider, I file fob 85 an Blectorete OEEr he (5 regjulred to ol with
cormmunity grotps icluting the council 45 Is-ahovri By tfie evidaics fisFiag gfvan. fir
DefErog Ebfed MW Siekmans eiployment cottiact Snd doted i partufar s duties
fisted in Chauge 14 83 (oflows:

{14 Ari eniployee shiall fo the et mquim#brﬂm Meambser
or delggate, prerform the following dotics:
(2} manage e slectorate arfice and pravide sécretarfal ame.
sdntinistrative assistaitce iy the pamber:
() provide assistince and advice to fonsttuents and enalie
. Hhiem ko gresent submifssions inguites and complaints to. the Member;:
() Kalsé with erganizations, groups and individaals in Hhe
pdiiic dnd private seckars on #e&aﬁ"afﬂm Hﬂm‘bﬂr&ﬂd
Eonsiifadntsr
() ivesEigats and FEpOrE on Comiiity iesuesy
(&) uhdsrtafs Fessaral, medis and support roles; and
(7] strch otfier duities as diracted By Hhs Methber from Fie i Hme®,

M‘ﬂai‘emspmfnbaﬂ’ﬂurﬂﬁtﬁff Sufarman’s foli feguied Him to i mmmwm&me
community at many fevels. A5 8 resulf of His Ombtdsinan Report and the chnsequeatil
memwmmm&mmmm&ewmﬁwmm
Sestrient, Mr Defteros referrad #0. e indny chitsctal refarances from e opas section of
Hhe communily plovided to the Fanel, He skated he ﬁﬁsmapamﬁanmmmm
references and ever i evidince, IF iéguired o do-so, shil Mr Slepmens godd
character. His siEnding i e cormmdiity,




